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ACARA ...

Responsible for:
* national curriculum
* national assessment

* a national data collection and reporting
program
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ACARA ...

Responsible for:

* national curriculum - content descriptions and
achievement standards ... what all young
Australians should learn
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Melbourne Declaration

Goal 1 — promoting equity and excellence

Goal 2 — successful learners, confident and
creative individuals, active and informed
citizens

Together the national curriculum and state and
territory curriculum will enable every student to
develop:

» A solid foundation in knowledge, understanding,
skills and values on which further learning and adult
life can be built

» Deep knowledge, understanding, skills and values
that will enable advanced learning and an ability to
create new ideas and translate them into practical
applications

» General capabilities that underpin flexible and
analytical thinking, a capacity to work with others
and an ability to move across subject disciplines to
develop new expertise

Melbourne
Declaration

on Educational
Goals for
Young
Australians

December 2008
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Scope of work — learning areas

Initial brief

» English, mathematics, science, history; literacy and
numeracy continua (ICT added by iNCB)

An early addition

» Geography and languages other than English
Added in April 2009

» The Arts

Advice requested by MCEECDYA
» on implications of making the entire curriculum national

e ———
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Scope of work — cross learning areas

* General capabilities

» literacy, numeracy, information and communication
technology, thinking skills, creativity, self management,
teamwork, intercultural understanding, ethical behaviour
and social competence.

* Cross-curriculum dimensions

» knowledge, skill and understandings related to the history
and cultures of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait
Islanders

» developing sustainable patterns of living
» Australia’s engagement with Asia

e e —
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Shape of the Australian curriculum

e Curriculum only one element
that influences how well young
Australians are prepared for their
futures by their education

* Curriculum sets the level of
expectation of learning ... high- i
performing countries set high
expectations.

e Support fulfillment of those
expectations with high-quality
teaching, school and system
leadership, and commitment and
support from families,
communities, business and
industry.
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Shape of the Australian Curriculum

May 2009

The ... national curriculum ... offers a
unigue opportunity to ensure that all
young Australians learn about the
history and cultural background of the
nation’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, of the contribution
that has been made to Australia, and of
the impact that colonial settlement has
had on Indigenous communities, past
and present.

For Aboriginal people and Torres Strait
Islanders, a national curriculum
provides the opportunity to establish
and pursue excellence within education
settings that respect and promote their
cultural identity.
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Timeline - Phase 1

Stage Activity Timelines
K-10 snr yrs
Curriculum Framing | Confirmation of directions for writing April, 2009 April, 2009
Curriculum (English, mathematics, the
sciences, history)
Curriculum 2 step process for development of May - Dec, June, 2009 -
Development curriculum documents 2009 January, 2010
« Step 1 -broad outline; scope and
sequence
+ Step 2-completion of ‘detail’ of
curriculum
Consultation National consultation and frialing January - March - June,
April, 2010 2010
Publication Digital publication June - July, July - Sep,
2010 2010
. _ﬁT_‘ =
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Other areas

Phase2: Geography, languages, and the arts ...
about 12 months after phase 1.

Phase 3: ACARA to report to MCEETYA in

October 2009 on

“the approach that will be taken to health and physical
education, ICT, design and technology, economics, business
and civics and citizenship”
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Curriculum design 1

Rationale

Aims of the learning area

Organisation of the learning area curriculum
Content

Achievement standards

General capabilities

Cross-curriculum dimensions

Links to other learning areas
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Curriculum design 2

The nature of the learner and learning.

The whole curriculum and how national curriculum
learning areas relate to it.

Structural matters, including commencement and
completion of school and transition points.

Inclusivity and how the national curriculum will provide for
the educational needs of every child.

General capabilities, describing how the national
curriculum will attend to general capabilities learning.

Cross-curriculum dimensions, describing perspectives that
should be included in each learning area.
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Curriculum content

Curriculum content will detail what teachers are
expected to teach, and each student is expected to
learn, by year of schooling

Curriculum content

» Will incorporate general capabilities eg ICT, literacy,
numeracy, thinking skills, creativity

» Other capabilities and perspectives will be evident in
each learning area, in ways appropriate to that area

| ———
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Achievement Standards

* An achievement standard is an expectation
of the quality of learning that students
should reach by a particular point in their
schooling (e.g. the depth of their
understanding, the extent of their

knowledge and the sophistication of their
skills).
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Content descriptions Achievement standards
Using the stem “Students will be taught” the content Using the stem “Students will be able to” the

descriptions will: achievement standards will:

Describe what teachers are expected to teach e Describe the quality of learning expected

Be organised within strands for each learning area e Be exemplified by work samples that illustrate the
Be presented by year of schooling ~ quality of expected learning

Be available as a scope and sequence e Be accompanied by A-E descriptors to assist reports

Support and resource material

Content elaborations

Using the stem “This may include” content elaborations will:
e Provide additional description or examples =
e Assist to develop a common understanding about what is to be taught

hyperlinks Resources

L— e Teaching materials
e Professional learning

v
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Implementation

* From 2011; sequence to be determined

* Factors that influence implementation

» The extent of difference between existing curriculum requirements, in
terms of what is to be taught and assessed, in any particular year or
over a sequence of years.

» The extent of change in how the curriculum content is organised, (e.g.
by years of schooling) and how achievement standards are presented.

» The extent to which state and territory credentialing or other
arrangements require additional material to be developed and made
available to teachers

» The extent and place in the cycle of curriculum change

_—
J— R ——
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Pedagogy

e National curriculum will make clear
» to teachers what has to be taught

» to students what they should learn and what
achievement standards are expected of them

* Classroom teachers are the people who will
decide how best to organise learning for
students; they will make decisions about the
pedagogical approach intended to achieve the
best learning outcomes
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Some key challenges

Specification of content and achievement standards by
years of schooling; setting expectations

Reducing clutter to achieve depth

» strategic choice of content, e.g. big ideas in science
Building in assessment of and for learning

» importance of teacher judgement

Teacher capacity and professional development

» implications for teacher training; focus on quality of
teaching to improve learning; research and partnerships

Access to supporting resources

» digital curriculum enhances capacity to links to resources;

who judges quality? _
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More information ...

www.acara.edu.au
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