
The Big Picture Co (Aus) and 
School of Education Murdoch University 

together with the Australian National Schools Network

invite educators to enrol in a 5-day course on personalising learning.

Big Picture Education 
Relevance, Rigour and 

Relationships  in a Personalised Curriculum.

January 21st to 25th 2008

Rockingham Campus 
Murdoch University

Dixon Rd
Rockingham WA

Led by Viv White renowned educator and  Director of the Big 
Picture Co Australia and  Professor Barry Down, 

City of Rockingham Chair in  Education Murdoch University. 

one student at a time...in a community of learners



The Big Picture philosophy is 
grounded in educating “one student 
at a time”,  personalising education 
programs for each student while 
developing young people in a com-
munity of learners. 

Big Picture Co Australia is a not 
for profit organisation that works 
to catalyse change in education by 
generating and sustaining innova-
tive, personalised schools that work 
in tandem with the greater com-
munity. The Big Picture Company 
was founded in the United States 
by Elliot Washor and Dennis Littky 
having previously worked with the US 
Coalition of Essential Schools based 
on the research and ideas of Ted 
Sizer. Big Picture Australia is working 
in collaboration  with US colleagues. 
The Big Picture Company develops 
public schools based on research 
in new designs for education, trains 
educators to serve as leaders in 
their schools and communities, and 
actively engages the public as par-
ticipants and decision makers in the 
education of our youth. This is based 
in the belief that true learning takes 
place when each student is an active 
participant in their education, when 
their course of study is personalised 
by teachers, parents and mentors 
who know them well, and when 
school-based learning is blended 
with outside experiences that height-
en the student’s interest.

The Course
The course will be led by Viv White 
from Big Picture Australia, and 
Professor Barry Down, Murdoch 
University. 
It will provide opportunities for teach-
ers to examine the Big Picture’s 
rigorous and highly personalized 
approach to education that com-
bines academic work with real-world 
learning. Participants will explore 
the focus on educating ‘one student 
at a time’ that inverts the traditional 
education model by placing the 
student, their passions and their 
interest, at the centre of the learning 
process. The unit investigates the 
key design elements of Big Picture 
schools—highly personalized, adult 
world immersion, community con-
nectedness, smooth post-secondary 
transition and intellectual rigor and 
a range of reflective processes and 
strategies that include public exhibi-
tions, advisory groups, and journal-
ing. The five day course is supple-
mented by a component of applied 
inquiry in participants’ work settings. 

Cost Including GST
$825 including GST per participant

$715 including GST per participant 
if individual or school member of the 
ANSN

$660 including GST per participant 
if individual or school member of the 
BPC (Aus)

$550 including GST per participant if 
individual or school member of both 
the ANSN and the BPC.

NOTE:

The course will run if at least 10 
people enrol by the end of the school 
term 4. That is, the 12th December 
2008. Further enrolments will be 
accepted after that date but after 
the 12th December no refunds will 
be available to any person who has 
already enrolled. 

Further Information about the course, 
the location etc will be forwarded to 
participants after their enrolment. 

Enrolling for Credit
Students successfully completing 
this course may submit an additional 
assessment item to be eligible for 
Recognition of Prior Learning of up to 
4 credit points, against the require-
ments of the Master of Education 
offered by the Murdoch University 
School  of Education. 

For further details contact Professor 
Barry Down b.down@murdoch.edu.
au 

 



About Viv White
Former National Coordinator of 
the Australian National Schools 
Network and CEO of the 
Innovations Commission Viv White 
now works with colleagues in the 
Big Picture Company leading the 
work to establish a big picture 
school in Australia She also acts 
as a coach for the Australian 
National Schools Network.

With more than thirty years 
experience in both the education, 
research community and policy-
making sector, Viv is known 
for her innovative thinking, 
challenging perspectives 
and sound understanding of 
educational change and reform.

Viv is committed to generating 
excitement about learning 
through capitalising on successful 
innovative techniques and 
strategies identified within and 
outside the education sector.  Viv 
is especially  interested in how 
technology and pedagogical 
reform can be harnessed to 
improve the working lives of 
teachers and the learning lives of 
students.

Prior to working with the 
Australian National Schools 
Network for ten years and the 
Innovations Commission with Dr 
Barry Jones, Viv has worked in 
the public education sector as a 
primary teacher-librarian, policy 
worker, educational researcher, 
change agent and facilitator of 
leadership and team development 
within schools as well as other 
organisations.  

About Barry Down 
Barry Down is the City of 
Rockingham Chair in Education 
at Murdoch University. He has 
been actively involved with the 
Australian National Schools 
Network and more recently the 
Big Picture Company in Australia. 
His interests are around action 
research and collaborative 
models of whole school reform. 
He has published in national and 
international journals on a range 
of issues including teachers’ 
work; citizenship education; 
youth and popular culture, and 
vocational education and training. 
He is currently working on a three 
year Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Linkage grant on student 
engagement (2005-2007) and 
co-authoring two books “Critically 
Engaged Learning: Connecting 
to Young Lives” and “Activist 
and Socially Critical School and 
Community Renewal: Social 
Justice in Exploitative Times”.

The Big Picture 
Company Australia
Big Picture Australia is a not-for-
profit company whose purpose 
is to catalyse vital changes in 
education by generating and 
sustaining innovative, personalized 
schools that work in tandem 
with the greater community. It is 
currently involved in new initiatives 
to create some Big Picture schools 
in Australia. It also is supporting 
a network of existing schools 
to become Big Picture Inspired 
schools. 

Individuals and schools can 
become members of the 
BPC. Members get access to 
introductory materials for advisory 
teachers, mentors and students. 

First year membership for schools 
is $660 (incl GST) and thereafter 
$110 per annum. 

First year membership for 
individuals is $110 incl GST and 
thereafter $33 per annum. 

The Australian National Schools Network (ANSN) is a not-for-profit 
company that seeks to lead and support rethinking teaching and 
learning for a socially just world by fostering connections between 
people and schools nationally and internationally. 

Join the ANSN
School Membership  $275.00 per year 
   ($220 if your system is also a member.)
Individual Membership  $ 55.00 per year
www.ansn.edu.au for further details and flyer. 



Taxation Invoice
Australian National Schools Network

ABN: 22057 975 355 

Name Position Email (Our preferred form of communication)

Name Position Email (Our preferred form of communication)

Name Position Email: (Our preferred form of communication)

Name Position Email: (Our preferred form of communication)

 

School/Organisation

 

Address

Phone Fax

❐  I would like to know more about enrolling at Murdoch University

Costs: Tick the category. 

❐  Five day course $825.00

❐  If school or individual member of ANSN $715.00

❐  If member of BPC $660.00

❐  If member of both ANSN and BPC $550.00

* If more than one person enrols from a school then a further 10% discount on your fee. 

Total payment    $

PAYMENT METHODS

❐  Cheque made payable to The ANSN and post to ANSN, PO Box 544 Strawberry Hills NSW 2012

❐   Direct Deposit to:
 Bendigo Bank – Bendigo
 BSB 633-000 Account 1304-53665
 Note: Please notify us if paying by direct deposit

❐  Credit Card - by phone 02 9514 5407 or fill in your details below:

 ❐  Visa    ❐  Bankcard     ❐ Mastercard

Name on card               Signature

Card number                      Expiry date

Signature

 

Big Picture Education (Personalising Learning) .
January 21st to 25th 2008

ANSN
National Office 
PO Box 544 • Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 
Phone: 02 9590 5341 •  Fax: 02 9590 3416 
Email: joe.wickert@ansn.edu.au
www.ansn.edu.au

Your enrolment will be confirmed in writing.

Booking Form 
Fax back to 02 9590 3416


